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OFFICE ACTION (TRANSLATION) 

Application Number: Patent Application No. 2003-117042 
Drafted Date: October 29, 2008 

Patent Office Examiner: Takashi SOYA 3993 5V00 
Agent for Applicant: Akio ISHII (Two other persons) 
Applied Article(s): Article 29 paragraph 2 

This application should be rejected for the following reasons. Any opinion 
about this rejection can be submitted in a Response within 60 days from the mailing 
date of this Office Action. 

REASON(S) 

The claims listed below are unpatentable under Article 29 Paragraph 2, because 
a person with ordinary skill in the art to which the invention pertains could have easily 
made the invention prior to the filing of the patent application on the basis of an 
invention(s) disclosed in the following publications which were distributed or on the 
basis of an invention(s) available to public through electronic communication lines (e.g. 
Internet etc.) in or outside of Japan before filing of the application. 

REMARKS (Refer to List of Cited References) 

• Claims: 1 and 8 to 16 

• Cited References: 1 to 5 

• Notes: 

References 1 to 5 disclose that, in an image reading device reading an image of a 
document scanning by means of a scanner scanning with an accelerated speed, a 
constant speed and a decreased speed, an image reading is performed during a period of 
the accelerated speed, the constant speed and the decreased speed. 



(1) Regarding claims 1, 8 and 9: 

In an image reading device, an art to change a scanning speed of a scanner 
according to a scanning resolution setting and a color / black and white scanning setting 
has been well known, without indicating any citations. In case the well known art is 
applied to the image reading device disclosed in references 1 to 5, it is obvious for a 
person skilled in the art that duration of the decreased speed needs to be changed 
according to the scanning speed. Accordingly, a person skilled in the art could have 
easily conceived to change a starting position of a decreased speed according to a 
scanning speed. 

In addition, it has been a well known art to change a scanning speed according 
to settings of a scanner function, a facsimile function and a copy function provided with 
an image reading device at the time of filing the present application. 

(2) Regarding claims 10 to 16: 

In an image reading device, it is a routine measure to change a region reading 



an image according to the size of a document. 

Accordingly, in an image reading device disclosed in references 1 to 5, it is a 
matter obviously considered by a person skilled in the art to change a staring position of 
a decreased speed according to the size of a document. 

Further, in an image reading device disclosed in references 1 to 5, when a 
document of which size is smaller than a readable document size is read, it is obvious 
that a margin of a scanning region of the document exists relative to the maximum 
scanning region of the image reading device. When an image reading is performed 
during the period of the decreased speed, it has been well known that the image read 
during the period of the decreased speed differs from an image read during the period of 
the constant speed in a precise sense, because a storing time of a image sensor is 
changed and variable magnification is performed to the image during the period of the 
decreased speed. A person skilled in the art could have easily conceived to control to 
move into the period of a decreased speed after a scanning of the document has been 
finished when a document of which size is smaller than a readable document size is read, 
not to perform an image reading during the period of the decreased speed. 

Accordingly, an invention claimed in claims 1, and 8 to 16 of the present 
application could have been easily invented by a person skilled in the art based on the 
invention disclosed in references 1 to 5. 



[Claims in which no reasons for rejection have been discovered] 

With regard to the invention in claims 2 to 7 in which no reasons for rejection 
have been discovered, any new reasons for rejection will be advised upon discovery. 
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Record of Results of Search for Prior Art 
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The prior art made of record was not used for reasons of rejection. 
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